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President’s Report:  How quickly the years are passing, an ANZAC Day is upon us again, unfortunately health-wise I 
am unable to participate in the march but I am sure that there will be a good representation to honour the banner 
and our forefathers.  
 
This year we also acknowledge the 73rd Anniversary of the Sanananda Campaign so I am looking forward to 
celebrating this occasion with the members at the luncheon. 
 

 

Secretary’s Report: Regarding the up and coming march I have maintained a close contact with RSL NSW so that we 

are fully aware as to the proceedings connected with this 100 Anniversary of Gallipoli.  

We will be falling in at the corner of Castlereagh & King Streets at 10:15 – 10:30for those who are not familiar, look 

out for our banner. 

 

Following the march we will be attending a luncheon at the Great Southern Hotel 717 George Street, Sydney. 

As we fall out at Hyde Park , my suggestions (due to lack of transport running at that time) is to catch the train at 

Museum station at the corner of Elizabeth & Liverpool Streets to Central then alight at the Eddy Avenue exit and 

then walk down eddy Avenue to George Street and you will be at the hotel door. 
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ANZAC SPIRIT 

The Anzac spirit or Anzac legend is a concept which suggests that Australian and New Zealand soldiers possess 

shared characteristics, specifically the qualities those soldiers allegedly exemplified on the battlefields of World War. 

These qualities cluster around several ideas, including endurance, courage, ingenuity, good humour, larrikinism, and 

mateship, according to this concept, the soldiers are perceived to have been innocent and fit, stoical and laconic, 

irreverent in the face of authority, naturally egalitarian and disdainful of British class differences. 

The Anzac spirit and national identity coming just fourteen years after the Federation of Australia, the Gallipoli 

campaign was one of the first international events that saw Australians taking part as Australians. As such, it has 

been seen as a key event in forging a sense of national identity. 

During the war the legend of Anzac became the proud possession of all in the AIF and most Australians. Since then, 

the anniversary of 25 April 1915 has been commemorated each year as Anzac Day. 

The first Anzac Day was conducted in 1916. The troops observed it in various ways, and in London large crowds 

watched 2,000 Australians and New Zealanders march to Westminster Abbey. In Australia there was strong support 

for the day, with between 60,000 and 100,000 people packing the Domain in Sydney for a service. 

By 1925 huge Anzac Day marches were being conducted in all the main cities. Smaller places had their own 

observances. Most states marked the day with a public holiday, and within two years they all did. Second World War 

ex-servicemen, and later others, accepted Anzac Day as theirs too. In immediate post-war years they swelled the 

numbers of veterans marching. 

In 1990 a few ageing Gallipoli veterans, accompanied by the Prime Minister, went back to Turkey for the 75th 

anniversary of the landing. Australians watched emotionally as a handful of representatives of a near vanished army 

received their salute. 

Ninety years on, there are no longer any living survivors of the campaign, but the parades, services and rituals of 

Anzac Day have survived, and some have expanded. Large crowds now go to Gallipoli each year. The legend of Anzac 

remains relevant to many Australians. 

In New Zealand, the Anzac spirit is similarly pointed to in some quarters as forming an important component of New 

Zealand national identity. The New Zealand Government's Ministry of Culture and Heritage states: New Zealand 

soldiers distinguished themselves with their courage and skill, establishing an enduring bond with the Australians 

they fought alongside ... Great suffering was caused to a small country by the loss of so many of its young men. But 

the Gallipoli campaign showcased attitudes and attributes - bravery, tenacity, practicality, ingenuity, loyalty to King 

and comrades - that helped New Zealand define itself as a nation, even as it fought unquestioningly on the other 

side of the world in the name of the British Empire. After Gallipoli, New Zealand had a greater confidence in its 

distinct identity, and a greater pride in the international contribution it could make. And the mutual respect earned 

during the fighting formed the basis of the close ties with Australia that continue today. 

The Spirit of the ANZAC continues today in times of hardship such as cyclones, floods and bush fires. At those times 

Australians come together to rescue one another, to ease suffering, to provide food and shelter, to look after one 

another, and to let the victims of these disasters know they are not alone. 

Anzac Day now belongs to the past and during the war all energy was concentrated on the future but the influence 

of the Gallipoli Campaign upon the national life of Australia and New Zealand has been far too deep to fade… it was 

on the 25th of April 1915 that the consciousness of nationhood was born. 

 

 



ANZAC DAY  

 

Catafalque Party at Lone Pine 

Why is this day special to Australians?  

Anzac Day is one of Australia’s most important national commemorative occasions. It marks the anniversary of the 

first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War. 

What does 'ANZAC' stand for? 'ANZAC' stands for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps.  

On the 25th of April 1915, Australian and New Zealand soldiers formed part of the allied expedition that set out to 

capture the Gallipoli peninsula, in order to open the Dardanelles to the allied navies.  These soldiers became known 

as “Anzacs” and the pride they took in that name continues to this day. The objective was to capture Constantinople 

(now Istanbul in Turkey), the capital of the Ottoman Empire, and an ally of Germany. 

The Anzacs landed on Gallipoli and met fierce resistance from the Ottoman Turkish defenders. Their plan to knock 

Turkey out of the war quickly became a stalemate, and the campaign dragged on for eight months.  

At the end of 1915, the allied forces were evacuated. Both sides suffered heavy casualties and endured great 

hardships. Over 8,000 Australian soldiers were killed. News of the landing on Gallipoli and the events that followed 

had a profound impact on Australians at home. The 25th of April soon became the day on which Australians 

remember the sacrifice of those who had died in the war. 

The Anzacs were courageous and although the Gallipoli campaign failed in its military objectives, the Australian and 

New Zealand actions during the campaign left us all a powerful legacy.  

What does Anzac Day mean today?  

With the coming of the Second World War, Anzac Day also served to commemorate the lives of Australians who died 

in that war. The meaning of Anzac Day today includes the remembrance of all Australians killed in military 

operations.100 years on the spirit remains and a nation of proud Australians remember their courage and sacrifices.  

Anzac Day is one of Australia’s most important national commemorative occasions. It marks the anniversary of the 

first major military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces during the First World War. 

100 years on the spirit remains and a nation of proud Australians remember their courage and sacrifices.  

 



 

The recipe for what we now call Anzac Biscuits long pre-dates the Gallipoli Landings. 

 It can be traced back to Scotland and the traditional Scottish Oat cakes. 

The name has as much to do with Australia's desire to recognise Anzac as with the idea that they were actually part 

of the staple diet at Gallipoli. 

They are one of the few things that are able to be legally marketed in Australia using the word ANZAC which is 

protected by Federal Legislation 

From www.anzacday.org During World War 1, the wives, mothers and girlfriends of the Australian soldiers were 

concerned for the nutritional value of the food being supplied to their men. Here was a problem.  

Any food they sent to the fighting men had to be carried in the ships of the Merchant Navy. Most of these were lucky 

to maintain a speed of ten knots (18.5 kilometres per hour). Most had no refrigerated facilities, so any food sent had 

to be able to remain edible after periods in excess of two months.  

A body of women came up with the answer - a biscuit with all the nutritional value possible. The basis was a Scottish 

recipe using rolled oats. These oats were used extensively in Scotland, especially for a heavy porridge that helped 

counteract the extremely cold climate. 

The ingredients they used were: rolled oats, sugar, plain flour, coconut, butter, golden syrup or treacle, bi-carbonate 

of soda and boiling water. All these items did not readily spoil. At first the biscuits were called Soldiers’ Biscuits, but 

after the landing on Gallipoli, they were renamed ANZAC Biscuits. 

A point of interest is the lack of eggs to bind the ANZAC biscuit mixture together. Because of the war, many of the 

poultry farmers had joined the services, thus, eggs were scarce. The binding agent for the biscuits was golden syrup 

or treacle.   

As the war drew on, many groups like the CWA (Country Women’s Association), church groups, schools and other 

women’s organisations devoted a great deal of time to the making of ANZAC biscuits.  

To ensure that the biscuits remained crisp, they were packed in used tins, such as Billy Tea tins. The tins were 

airtight, thus no moisture in the air was able to soak into the biscuits and make them soft.   

 

 

 

 



 

ANZAC BISCUIT 

 

 

Ingredients Nutrition 

 1 cup plain flour 

 1 cup rolled oats 

 1 cup desiccated coconut 

 3/4 cup caster sugar 

 1 teaspoon finely grated lemon rind 

 125g butter 

 2 tablespoons golden syrup 

 1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

 1 tablespoon boiling water 

 Select all ingredients 

Method Notes 

Preheat oven to 180°C/160°C fan-forced. Line the baking trays with baking paper. Sift flour into a bowl. Add oats, 

coconut, and sugar and lemon rind. Stir to combine. Make a well in centre. 

Place butter and golden syrup in a microwave-safe bowl. Microwave on high (100%) for 30 seconds or until butter 

has melted. Stir to combine. Combine bicarbonate of soda and boiling water in a bowl. Add to butter mixture. Stir to 

combine. Add to flour mixture. Stir to combine. 

Roll level tablespoons of mixture into balls. Place balls, 3cm apart, slightly flattened, on prepared trays. Bake for 13 

to 15 minutes, swapping trays halfway during cooking, or until golden. Stand on trays for 5 minutes. Transfer to a 

wire rack to cool. Serve. 

 

 



KOREAN WAR 1950-53 

Only five years after the end of the Second World War, Australia became involved in the Korean War. Personnel 

from the Royal Australian Navy (RAN), Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), and the Australian Regular Army (ARA) 

were committed soon after the war began and would serve for the next three years in the defence of South Korea. 

Prelude to war 

The origins of the Korean War can be traced back to the end of the Second World War, when the Allies were 

entrusted with control of the Korean peninsula following 35 years of Japanese occupation. The United States and the 

Soviet Union accepted mutual responsibility for the country, with the Soviets taking control of the country to the 

north of the 38th Parallel and the Americans taking the south. Over the next few years, the Soviet Union fostered a 

communist government under Kim Il-Sung and the US supported the provisional government in the south, headed 

by Syngman Rhee. By 1950 tensions between the two zones had risen to the point that two increasingly hostile 

armies had built up along the 38th Parallel.   

In the pre-dawn hours of 25 June 1950 the Korean People’s Army (KPA) launched a massive offensive across the 38th 

Parallel into South Korea. They drove the Republic of South Korea’s (ROK) forces down the peninsula, capturing the 

capital, Seoul, within a week. South Korean and hastily deployed United States Army units fought delaying actions as 

they were forced further down the Korean peninsula, which allowed defensive positions to be set up around the 

port city of Pusan. 

Australia commits  

Within two days of the war’s beginning, US President Harry S. Truman committed US navy and air force units to aid 

South Korea. By the end of the month, he had authorised US ground forces to be deployed to the peninsula. The 

United Nations Security Council asked its members to assist in repelling the North Korean invasion. The Security 

Council was further aided by Russia boycotting the UN over the lack of recognition by the Security Council of the 

Communist Chinese government: with the Russian delegate absent and unable to veto any resolution, the UN was 

able to act decisively and commit forces from willing nations to the aid of South Korea. 

 In all, 21 nations committed troops, ships, aircraft, and medical units to the defence of South Korea. Australia 

became the second nation, behind the United States, to commit personnel from all three armed services to the war.  

Australia, with its commitment to the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan, had two readily deployable 

RAN vessels, HMAS Shoalhaven and HMAS Bataan (which was on its way to Japan to relieve Shoalhaven), as well as 

No. 77 Squadron, RAAF. The 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3RAR) was also available, but it was 

understrength and ill prepared for a combat deployment. 

 On 28 June Prime Minister Robert Menzies committed Australia’s RAN assets to the Korean War, followed several 

days later by No. 77 Squadron. It wasn’t until 26 July that 3RAR was committed to ground operations in Korea. 

China enters the war 

The battle of Pakchon marked the furthest point that the Australians reached into North Korea. It was also the first 

time Chinese forces were encountered in large numbers. Unbeknownst to UN intelligence sources, Chinese troops 

had been infiltrating North Korea across the Yalu River, and in late October they began an offensive against, 

annihilating several UN divisions and badly mauling others before seeming to melt away. The ensuing weeks saw an 

eerie quiet settle over the battlefield. 

 In November, buoyed with a false sense of security, UN forces under MacArthur’s direction once again began to 

advance north towards the Yalu River. On 25 November the Chinese launched the next phase of their offensive and 

by January 1951 had pushed the UN forces back across the 38th Parallel. During the retreat, the 27th 



Commonwealth Brigade had fought many rear-guard actions, allowing formations from the US and South Korea to 

pass through their positions. The brigade was the last formation out of Seoul before the city once again fell to 

Communist forces in January 1951. 

At the UN headquarters in New York ceasefire negotiations between the UN and the Communist coalition broke 

down before any real progress could be made.  

 The Chinese sought to renew their advance in February, but were halted and forced to retreat by UN troops. Seoul 

was recaptured by UN forces in March and the Chinese were pushed back towards the 38th Parallel. Opinions were 

divided amongst the UN commanders whether to pursue Chinese forces across the 38th Parallel or to push for a 

ceasefire at the border. General MacArthur pushed for the advance to continue and on 11 April 1951 he was relieved 

of command by President Truman. 

Kapyong 

On 22 April, the Chinese launched their spring offensive, routing the South Korean 6th Division and driving them 

back down the Kapyong Valley. The 27th Commonwealth Brigade advanced forward of the town of Kapyong. The 1st 

Battalion, Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, and 3RAR dug in on the high ground on either side of a seven-

kilometre wide valley.  

The following day, the Chinese were engaged by the Australians and Canadians as well as a troop of US Army 

Sherman tanks and New Zealand Artillery. Two nights and days of close fighting followed and on the evening of 24 

April the Australians were forced to withdraw from their positions and, with the support of the New Zealand 

artillery, fought their way down a ridge, rejoining the brigade in the valley.  

The Chinese were stopped in their tracks and Seoul was saved from being attacked once more. The men of 3RAR 

suffered heavy casualties, with 32 killed, 53 wounded, and three taken prisoner. 

 Following the battle, the 27th Brigade was withdrawn from Korea and 3RAR was taken on strength of the 28th 

British Commonwealth Brigade, part of the newly formed 1st Commonwealth Division. 

 Negotiating the peace 

On 10 July peace negotiations began between the warring powers in the town of Kaesong. Negotiations were 

suspended in August after the building used was reportedly bombed. Talks did not resume until October, and from 

then on were held in the village of Panmunjom. 

Maryang San 

On 3 October, as a part of Operation Commando, a large UN offensive against a Chinese salient, 3RAR advanced 

north of the Imjin River, attacking two key high points: hills 317 and 355. After five days of heavy fighting the Chinese 

were forced to withdraw off both objectives, and on repulsing several counter-attacks the men of 3RAR were firmly 

in control of Hill 355, known as Maryang San. The Australians suffered 20 men killed and a further 89 wounded 

during the fighting. 

 HMAS Sydney commences operations 

HMAS Sydney arrived in Korean waters in early October and began operations immediately. On board the carrier 

were three squadrons of the RAN Fleet Air Arm, Nos 805 and 808 squadrons, flying Hawker Sea Furies, and No. 817 

Squadron, flying Fairey Firefly aircraft.  

The Sydney undertook numerous patrols in Korean waters during its deployment and its aircraft flew over 2,000 

sorties, including ground attacks, artillery spotting, and escort missions. It incurred the loss of three crew and 13 

aircraft. The Sydney returned to Australia in January 1952. 



  

Static war 

Following the Chinese retaking of Maryang San in a bitter encounter with the Kings Own Scottish Borderers, the 

fighting became static. Trenches, tunnels, and redoubts reminiscent of the Western Front became the norm. Patrols 

and trench raids became common-place, as did set-piece artillery battles. 

 In April 1952, 1RAR arrived in Korea and joined 3RAR as part of the 28th Brigade. During its service, 1RAR took part 

in many patrols of no-man’s land and several operations against Chinese positions. The Australians’ reputation for 

patrolling and raiding from both the First and Second World Wars was further enhanced by the efforts of the men of 

1RAR and 3RAR during 1952. 1RAR was replaced by 2RAR in April 1953 and quickly established itself as a formidable 

patrolling and raiding force. 

 An armistice at last? 

On 19 July an agreement for an armistice between the UN and the Communists was reached. The date for the 

signing was set for the 27th of July. 

The Samichon 

The last three days of the Korean War saw the Chinese mount one last offensive on Australian and US Marine 

positions in the Samichon Valley. The Chinese attacked in waves with heavy artillery support. However, the 

combined arms of the US and Commonwealth forces halted the Chinese attacks with heavy losses. This final battle 

cost 2RAR six killed and 24 wounded. The Marines suffered 43 killed and 316 wounded.  

 Is it really over? 

The armistice was signed at 10 am on 27 July 1953. Sporadic fighting continued throughout the day, but as evening 

fell the guns fell silent. The armistice came into effect at 10 pm, ending three years, one month, and two days of war 

in Korea. The end came so suddenly that some soldiers took some convincing that the fighting was really over. The 

former belligerent nations each withdrew two kilometres in accordance with the armistice agreement, forming the 

Demilitarized Zone which still exists today. Australian Forces remained in Korea as part of the multi-national 

peacekeeping force until 1957. 

 Over 17,000 Australians served during the Korean War, of which 340 were killed and over 1,500 were wounded. A 

further 29 had become prisoners of war. 

 

 

 

 



MALAYAN EMERGENCY 1950 - 60 

The Malayan Emergency was declared on 18 June 1948, after three estate managers were murdered in Perak, 

northern Malaya. The men were murdered by guerrillas of the Malayan Communist Party (MCP), an outgrowth of 

the anti-Japanese guerrilla movement which had emerged during the Second World War. Despite never having had 

more than a few thousand members, the MCP was able to draw on the support of many disaffected Malayan 

Chinese, who were upset that British promises of an easier path to full Malayan citizenship had not been fulfilled. 

The harsh post-war economic and social conditions also contributed to the rise of anti-government activity. 

The Malayan government was slow to react to the MCP at first and did not appoint a director of operations to 

counter the insurgency until March 1950. The new director planned to address the underlying economic, social, and 

political problems facing the Chinese community while, at the same time, bringing government control to the fringe 

areas where the MCP received much of its support. Before this plan was fully implemented, however, the situation 

deteriorated further with the assassination of the British High Commissioner in October 1951.  

The attack galvanised British resolve to meet the threat posed by the MCP; the Malayan government, in turn, 

stepped up counter-insurgency measures. Prolonged operations were undertaken against the communists in an 

effort to destroy their base of support in local communities and to drive them into the jungle, where it would be 

difficult for them to receive supplies from supporters. 

Australia's involvement in the Emergency began in 1950 with the arrival of RAAF aircraft and personnel in Singapore. 

Dakotas from 38 Squadron were deployed on cargo runs, troop movements, and paratroop and leaflet drops in 

Malaya, while six Lincoln bombers of 1 Squadron provided the backbone of aerial operations. As the capacity of army 

and police units operating against the communists improved, however, the need for air power decreased, and by 

1952 Lincolns were increasingly used as part of combined air-ground assaults against the communists. One of the 

major military successes of the conflict was one such coordinated operation in July 1954, east of Ipoh, in Perak state.  

In Operation Termite, as the exercise was known, five RAAF Lincolns and six from a RAF squadron made 

simultaneous attacks on two communist camps, followed by paratroop drops, a ground attack, and further bombing 

runs ten days later. The operation destroyed 181 camps and killed 13 communists; one communist surrendered. 

By October 1955, when the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (2RAR), arrived in Penang, the outcome of the 

Emergency was no longer in doubt, although a lengthy "mopping up" stage followed, largely undertaken by 

Australian troops. After several false starts 2RAR crossed to the mainland in January 1956 to begin anti-communist 

operations.  

Over the next 20 months, as part of 28 Commonwealth Brigade, 2RAR participated in a variety of operations, mainly 

in Perak, one of the main areas of communist activity. Their work consisted of extensive patrolling, watching for 

contacts in the rubber plantations, and mounting a perimeter guard on the New Villages, settlements which the 

government had established to provide infrastructure and services in outlying areas in the hope of denying the 

guerrillas access to their support base.  

Contacts were rare, however, and the battalion had a mixed record, killing two communists in an ambush on 25 June 

1956 but losing three of its own troops. 

2RAR left Malaya in October 1957 and was replaced by 3RAR in the same month. After six weeks of training in jungle 

warfare 3RAR began driving the insurgents into the jungle in Perak and Kedah, separating them from food and other 

supplies.  

Early successes for the battalion confirmed the growing ascendancy of the security forces over the communists and 

by April 1959 one of the main communist centres, Perak, was declared secure. By late 1959 operations against the 

communists were in their final phase and many communists had crossed Malaya's northern border into Thailand. 



 3RAR left Malaya in October 1959 to be replaced by 1RAR. Although operating in the border region 1RAR made no 

contact with the enemy and was forbidden to move into Thailand, even when the presence and location of 

communists was known. 

 

Soldiers of 1st Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (1RAR), in the jungle north of Baling, near the Thai border, 

Malaya, 1960.AWM P01306.006 

As the threat continued to dissipate, the Malayan government officially declared the Emergency over on 31 July 

1960, though 1RAR remained in Malaya until October the following year, when 2RAR returned for a second tour. In 

August 1962 the battalion was committed to anti-communist operations in Perlis and Kedah, completing its tour in 

August 1963. 

In addition to air and infantry forces, Australia also provided artillery and engineering support, and an airfield 

construction squadron built the main runway for the air force base at Butterworth. RAN ships also served in Malayan 

waters had occasion to fire on suspected communist positions in 1956 and 1957. Australian ground forces in Malaya 

formed part of Australia's contribution to the Far East Strategic Reserve, which was set up in April 1955 primarily to 

deter external communist aggression against countries in south-east Asia, especially Malaya and Singapore. 

Thirty-nine Australian servicemen were killed in Malaya, although only 15 of these deaths occurred as a result of 

operations, and 27 were wounded, most of whom were in the army. 

 

 

INDONESIA CONFRONTATION 1963–66 

Between 1962 and 1966 Indonesia and Malaysia fought a small, undeclared war which came to involve troops from 

Australia, New Zealand and Britain. The conflict resulted from a belief by Indonesia's President Sukarno that the 

creation of the Federation of Malaysia, which became official in September 1963, represented an attempt by Britain 



to maintain colonial rule behind the cloak of independence granted to its former colonial possessions in south-east 

Asia. 

The term "Confrontation" was coined by Indonesia's Foreign Minister, Dr Subandrio, in January 1963, and it has 

come to refer to Indonesia's efforts at that time to destabilise the new federation, with a view to breaking it up. The 

actual war began when Indonesia launched a series of cross-border raids into Malaysian territory in early 1963. 

The antagonism that gave rise to Confrontation was already apparent in December 1962, when a small party of 

armed insurgents, with Indonesian backing, attempted to seize power in the independent enclave of Brunei, only to 

be defeated by British troops from Singapore. By early 1963 military activity had increased along the Indonesian side 

of the border in Borneo, as small parties of armed men began infiltrating Malaysian territory on propaganda and 

sabotage missions. These cross-border raids, carried out by Indonesian "volunteers", continued throughout 1963; by 

1964 Indonesian regular army units had also become involved. 

 

 Malaya, 29 October 1964: captured infiltrators emerge from the jungle near Sungei Kesang, South of Terendak. D 

Coy 3 RAR troops guard them AWMP01499.003 

Australian units which fought during Confrontation did so as part of a larger British and Commonwealth force under 

overall British command. Australia's commitment to operations against Indonesia in Borneo and West Malaysia fell 

within the context of its membership in the Far East Strategic Reserve. 

At first the Australian government kept its troops from becoming involved in Confrontation, not least because of 

fears that the conflict would spread to the long - and difficult to defend - border between Papua New Guinea and 

Indonesia. Requests from both the British and Malaysian governments in 1963-64 for the deployment of Australian 

troops in Borneo met with refusal, though the Australian government did agree that its troops could be used for the 

defence of the Malay peninsula against external attack. In the event, such attacks occurred twice, in September and 

October 1964, when Indonesia launched paratroop and amphibious raids against Labis and Pontian, on the south-

western side of the peninsula.  

Members of the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR) were used in clean-up operations against the 

invading troops. Although these attacks were easily repelled, they did pose a serious risk of escalating the fighting; 

the Australian government relented in January 1965 and agreed to the deployment of a battalion in Borneo. 

The military situation in Borneo thus far had consisted of company bases located along the border between 

Indonesia and Malaysia to protect centres of population from enemy incursions. By 1965 the British government had 

given permission for more aggressive action to be taken, and the security forces now mounted cross-border 

operations with the purpose of obtaining intelligence and forcing the Indonesians to remain on the defensive on 

their own side of the border. 

 Uncertain where the Commonwealth forces might strike next, the Indonesians increasingly devoted their resources 

to protecting their own positions and correspondingly less on offensive operations, although these continued on a 

much reduced scale. 



 

Sarawak, British North Borneo, 1965: soldiers of 3 RAR board a Belvedere helicopter to search for Indonesian 

infiltrators AWM P01706.003 

The first Australian battalion, 3 RAR, arrived in Borneo in March 1965 and served in Sarawak until the end of July. 

During this time the battalion conducted extensive operations on both sides of the border, were engaged in four 

major contacts with Indonesian units, and twice suffered casualties from land mines. Its replacement, the 28th 

Brigade, 4 RAR, also served in Sarawak - from April until August 1966. 

 Although it had a less active tour, the 28th Brigade also operated on the Indonesian side of the border and was 

involved in clashes with Indonesian regulars. Altogether, two squadrons of the Special Air Service, a troop of the 

Royal Australian Signals , several artillery batteries and parties of the Royal Australian Engineers were involved in 

Borneo, in addition to the two infantry battalions. Ships of the Royal Australian Navy served in the surrounding 

waters and several RAAF squadrons were also involved in Confrontation. 

 

Member of 4RAR cleaning a Bren gun at a camp near the Sarawak/Kalimantan border, 1966. The marks on his legs 

are an antiseptic applied to mosquito bites sustained on jungle patrols 

AWM P01654.008 

Continuing negotiations between Indonesia and Malaysia ended the conflict, and the two sides signed a peace treaty 

in Bangkok in August 1966. Twenty-three Australians were killed during Confrontation, seven of them on operations, 

and eight were wounded.  

Because of the sensitivity of the cross-border operations, which remained secret at the time, Confrontation received 

very little coverage in the Australian press. 

 

 

 


